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Dear Friends and Neighbors: 

The 60-day, largely virtual legislative session ended on 
March 10. Like every session, there were some successes 
and wins for the 20th District – including capital budget 
projects. But this year will be remembered for its missed 
opportunities, including the failure to provide meaningful tax 
relief.   

The contrast between us and the majority party was clear. 
We focused on affordability, public safety, and restoring 
trust. The majority party did not. In addition to not providing 
any real tax relief, they added new transportation-related 
fees, struggled to do even the bare minimum to make 
communities safer, and were again afraid to install basic 
checks and balances on the governor’s emergency powers.     

We didn’t just fight against bad policies; we offered  
alternatives. These included tax-relief proposals and a 
budget framework, a comprehensive Safe Washington 
Plan for public safety, transportation solutions, and 
legislation to restore balance and trust in state government. 
Washingtonians deserve policy options. We discuss these 
issues, and others, in this newsletter. 

We believe Gov. Inslee should have ended his state of 
emergency several months ago and cleared the way for the 
Legislature to address the economic, social, and academic 
ramifications of the governor’s orders. It’s also critical 
to allow the public to again participate, in person, in the 
legislative process. There are a lot of problems that need to 
be addressed next year and constituent input is important. 
The work of developing solutions continues this interim.   

It’s an honor to serve you and the communities of the 
20th District. If we can ever be of assistance, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us. We look forward to your emails, calls, 
and letters. 

Sincerely, 

Sen. John Braun   Rep. Ed Orcutt    Rep. Peter Abbarno

See inside for more information
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SUPPORT FOR OUR MOST VULNERABLE RESIDENTS
Republicans have a strong record of proposing legislation 
to support services for people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. This year brought the unanimous 
passage of two such bills from Sen. Braun. 

In areas where students with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities have access to School to Work services, they 
are three times more likely to be employed when they 
leave the public school system at age 21. However, these 
services tend to be more prevalent in urban areas, and far 

too many students across our state are not engaged in any 
post-secondary activities one year after leaving high school. 
The law created by Senate Bill 5790 will extend these 
coordinated transition services into rural areas. 

Thousands of people in our state are eligible for but not 
receiving Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA) 
services. The law created by Senate Bill 5819 will ensure 
clients in this category have someone at DDA to connect 
with when they do need services. 

The priorities of the Senate Republican 
Caucus this year lined up with what I’ve 
heard from our 20th District constituents. 
People want to feel safe, they’re finding it 
harder and harder to afford the basics of 
life, and they’ve lost trust in government 
institutions. 

BIG-GOVERNMENT BUDGET SHOWS DEMOCRATS’ 
MISGUIDED PRIORITIES
The first state revenue forecast for 2022 showed a record-setting surplus 
of $15 billion over the next four years. Republicans wanted to use some 
of that surplus to help communities hire more law-enforcement officers. We 
offered several reasonable proposals that would return money to families 
in the form of tax relief, and reduce their cost of living. Any of that would 
have begun to rebuild public trust in government. Majority Democrats said 
no to nearly all our ideas. They spent three-fourths of the surplus on 
1,300-plus new appropriations that make state government bigger. Most of 
the remaining money is unprotected, in an account the majority can tap at 
any time.

We’re talking about a 22% increase in state spending from just two years 
ago. Has your family’s income gone up even half that much since 2020? 
The next Legislature will have a new look, and hopefully its members will be 
more respectful of the people’s money.

JUDGE THROWS OUT INCOME 
TAX, BUT IT’S NOT OVER
When the majority pushed its capital-gains 
income-tax bill through in 2021, Republicans 
said it was unconstitutional. A Douglas 
County Superior Court judge agreed in 
February. This has not deterred the majority; 
according to a member of the Senate 
Democratic leadership team, the strategy 
all along has been to get their income tax 
in front of the nine state Supreme Court 
justices – five of whom were appointed by 
Democratic governors. 

It’s no surprise, then, that our Democratic 
colleagues ignored Sen. Braun’s Senate 
Bill 5696, which would repeal the income 
tax. They have been very calculating about 
forcing an income tax on our state, even 
though the people have rejected an income 
tax 11 times over the years. In that sense, 
the lower-court ruling is not even a bump in 
the road for them. 
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ONE-SIDED TRANSPORTATION PACKAGE 
WILL HIT FAMILIES HARD  
The majority party pushed through a 16-year, $17 billion transportation 
package at the end of the legislative session. Unlike years past, the 
process was purely partisan, and Republicans were not consulted.

Both parties were directly involved in the development of prior packages 
which enabled bipartisan input and perspectives from different parts of 
the state. Unfortunately, that just didn’t happen this time.  

Our state has transportation needs, however, this was not the right 
package. All three of us voted against it because: 

• It raises fees on Washingtonians.

• It relies on revenue from policies that will further increase the cost  
of fuel. 

• It focuses on the Puget Sound region but not other parts of the state.

• It does not invest enough in preservation and maintenance of existing 
infrastructure. 

It’s important to know this is in addition to the 16-year transportation 
package that passed just seven years ago, which included a state 
gas tax and vehicle fee increase. The Legislature has struggled to 
keep the promises it made in that package. 

NO MEANINGFUL TAX RELIEF DESPITE A 
$15 BILLION BUDGET SURPLUS 
The supplemental operating budget 
passed by the majority party increases 
state spending in the 2021-23 budget 
cycle by $6.1 billion, bringing total 
spending to about $65 billion. This pushes 
state spending $12.5 billion higher than 
in 2019-21, an increase of 24%. This type 
of unstainable growth in the operating 
budget could be a major problem as 
uncertain economic times lie ahead.  

What’s most disappointing is the fact the majority party did not provide any 
meaningful tax relief, despite a $15 billion budget surplus. The Legislature 
missed an opportunity to help working families who are facing inflation, high gas 
prices, and other economic pressures. For these reasons and others, I voted 
against the supplemental operating budget. 

I supported a House Republican budget framework that would have reduced 
the state sales tax, lowered the B&O tax for manufacturing and trucking, and 
expanded an existing tax incentive for food processors – policies aimed at 
alleviating inflationary pressures. The plan would have funded the priorities of 
state government, added more police officers in our communities, and left a 
healthy amount in reserve for a rainy day.

PROPERTY TAX RELIEF: 
HOUSE BILL 1898 
There were several ways for the Leg-
islature to provide significant tax relief. 
As the ranking member on the House 
Finance Committee, I was ready and 
willing to work with the majority party 
on ideas. I introduced House Bill 1898, 
which would have provided property tax 
relief by reducing both parts of the state 
property tax levies. The measure could 
not even get a public hearing. 

SUPPLEMENTAL 
TRANSPORTATION BUDGET 
CONTINUES INVESTMENTS 
The supplemental transportation budget, 
on the other hand, funds items such as 
previously approved capital projects and 
operating programs. It’s different from the new 
transportation package.

The supplemental transportation budget 
assures we have law enforcement keeping 
our roadways safe and that WSDOT is 
repairing and maintaining roads, bridges, 
overpasses, and interchanges. These are 
critical functions of state government.  

This budget did have bipartisan input and 
therefore, strong bipartisan support when it 
came time to vote for it. With this in mind, and 
as a member of the House Transportation 
Committee, I supported this legislation. So did 
Sen. Braun and Rep. Abbarno.
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IMAGINATION LIBRARY 
GOES STATEWIDE 
TO EXPAND EARLY 
READING
We are excited about the passage 
of a bipartisan measure – House 
Bill 2068, cosponsored by Rep. 
Abbarno – that expands the Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library early 
reading program throughout 
Washington. The gifting program 
mails quality, age-appropriate books 
to children’s homes at no cost to 
families. The program, which has 
been underway locally for some 
time, is a great way to 
inspire children  
and their  
parents to  
read  
together.

LONG-TERM CARE PAYROLL TAX 
DELAYED, NOT REPEALED
The Democrats’ long-term care insurance program 
and payroll tax are unpopular, insolvent, and 
regressive. Nearly 63% of voters said the bill should 
be repealed through Advisory Vote No. 20 in 2019. 
As we began this year’s session, Rep. Abbarno and 
Sen. Braun both introduced legislation (House Bill 
1594 and Senate Bill 5965) to repeal the program in 
its entirety. We felt a repeal was the better option to 
let people decide for themselves whether to seek out 
a private long-term care insurance program.

Unfortunately, majority Democrats rejected motions 
to bring Rep. Abbarno’s legislation to the House floor 
for a vote. Sen. Braun’s bill never was allowed to 
have a hearing. Instead, the program and payroll tax 
have been put on hold until July 2023. The program 
in its existing form remains insolvent. The numbers 
just don’t work, which means taxes are likely to 
increase in the future. Plus, some folks could pay into 
the system for years and never be able to access 
the modest benefit. We hope this delay will help to 
address and solve these concerns. 

Learn more: houserepublicans.wa.gov/repeal-ltc/

Rep. Peter Abbarno stands with Zachary Rager’s 
parents, Kimberly Hines (left) and Lee Hines (right) 
at the Chehalis River to announce introduction of 
Zack’s Law.

988 SUICIDE-PREVENTION SIGNS BECOME LAW;  
‘ZACK’S LAW’ EFFORT TO RESUME NEXT YEAR
When Rep. Abbarno’s House Bill 1600 didn’t advance, he was able to successfully 
work across the aisle and include it as an amendment on House Bill 1181. The 
amendment to HB 1181, which passed the Legislature, requires the new 988 suicide 
prevention hotline number be posted at new public works projects, such as buildings, 
bridges, ferries, or parks constructed after July 1, 2024. 

We were extremely disappointed 
Zack’s Law, House Bill 1595, 
never came to the floor for a vote, 
despite bipartisan sponsorship 
and unanimous committee 
support. Named in honor of 
Zachary Rager, a Centralia teen 
who accidentally drowned last 
year in the Chehalis River near 
the Willapa Trail, the bill would 
raise awareness of cold-water 
shock drownings through signage. 
A similar measure, Senate Bill 
5673 by Sen. Braun, also did not 
advance. We are committed to 
reintroduce this legislation next year.

SUPPLEMENTAL CAPITAL BUDGET BRINGS 
FUNDING HOME FOR LOCAL PROJECTS 
As the assistant ranking member on the House Capital Budget 
Committee, Rep. Abbarno was front and center in the crafting of 
a $1.5 billion statewide supplemental capital budget. Part of that 
budget includes more than $9.3 million for projects throughout 
the 20th District.

Local 20th District projects funded in the 2022 supplemental 
capital budget include:

• $6 million for a water system improvement project in Morton.

• $2 million for upgrades to the Lewis County Fire District #5 
station and construction in Napavine.

• $875,000 for the Lewis County Regional Tennis and Wrestling 
facility in Chehalis.

• $750,000 for the Oakview Elementary School in the Centralia 
School District.

• $515,000 for a playground in Tenino.

• $515,000 for the Woodland Community Library Building project.

• $155,000 for the North Trailhead restroom and covered shelter 
in Castle Rock.
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NO PROGRESS ON REINING IN 
GOVERNOR’S EMERGENCY POWERS
For a second straight year, we pushed for reasonable 
changes to the state law that grants extensive powers to 
Washington’s governor during a state of emergency. Last 
year, the majority party wouldn’t even discuss the subject. 
This year, they proposed a bill that would have no practical 
effect on the governor’s powers. The Senate majority 
passed that bill, but the House majority did not – and tried 
to pin the demise of Senate Bill 5909 on Republicans! 
It was a very bizarre way for Democratic leaders to 
confirm their refusal to stand up to the governor on the 
emergency-powers issue. 

We’ll never know what would have happened if any of 
the reforms introduced by Republicans (House Bill 1772, 
Senate Bill 5039, Senate Bill 5943) had reached the floor 
of either chamber. All had bipartisan sponsorship, and we 
might have found enough rank-and-file Democrats to vote 
with us. The majority’s leaders didn’t risk that. Another 
question is whether the governor would dare to veto an 
emergency-powers bill that would force him to be more 
accountable. As we’ve all seen during his perpetual state 
of emergency, now in its third year, he doesn’t have much 
stomach for having his authority questioned.

REPUBLICANS STAND ALONE IN WANTING TO REESTABLISH PUBLIC SAFETY
The anti-police laws passed by the majority party in 2021 
make life easier for criminals in our state – and the criminals 
know it. Unfortunately, the majority did almost nothing this year 
to fix the public-safety concerns resulting from those new laws. 

Car thefts have doubled statewide, and car thieves must 
have been pleased when the majority prevented the passage 
of legislation to allow more police pursuits. Criminals have 
no incentive to quit robbing pot shops, after seeing how the 
majority blocked a Republican bill to increase the penalty for 
that specific crime. Washington ranks dead last in the number 
of law-enforcement officers per capita, so Republicans filed 
legislation to help communities hire more officers. The majority 
party refused to help. And the majority nearly passed legislation 
to reduce penalties for crimes involving a firearm, and allow the 
most violent felons in custody to seek early release. 

A bill that will provide clarity about officers’ use of force, and 
partially fix a problem Democrats caused in 2021, became 
law only because Republicans provided the votes needed to 
pass it.

We share the public’s frustration with the soft approach the 
majority party is taking to public safety. We believe you fight 
crime by making the right laws, and providing the resources to 
enforce those laws. Our Democratic colleagues chose not to 
fix the problems. Republicans will continue to prioritize public 
safety, support law enforcement, and push for real solutions 
that make our communities safer. Learn more about the 
Republican Safe Washington Plan at:  
houserepublicans.wa.gov/safe-washington/

REPUBLICAN ORCA PLAN 
WOULD HAVE ADDRESSED 
LOCAL FLOODING ISSUES
Going into this session, Republicans proposed an 
innovative plan to address environmental issues. The 
ORCA (Outdoor Recreation and Climate Adaptation) 
Plan proposed to use $4 billion from the majority’s new 
cap-and-tax law for flood mitigation, forest health, drought 
resiliency, and Puget Sound cleanup. As flood waters 
swept 
through our 
district in 
January as 
the session 
began, we 
saw this 
plan as 
an opportunity to prevent further local flood disasters. 
Unfortunately, Gov. Inslee and majority party had other 
ideas for this money – mainly to build electric ferries, 
electric charging stations, and bicycle paths, and expand 
transit in the Seattle area. Learn more about the ORCA 
Plan: houserepublicans.wa.gov/orca-plan/
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NEW LIMITS ON SECOND 
AMENDMENT RIGHTS WON’T MAKE 
COMMUNITIES SAFER
This year the majority pushed through three laws that 
continue the chipping away at Second Amendment 
rights. Topping the list is an arbitrary 10-round limit on the 
capacity of firearm magazines, which our state’s partisan 
attorney general pushed for many years. 

They put restrictions on home-built firearms, apparently 
assuming someone who assembles a firearm as a hobby 
has criminal intent. They also banned the possession 
of firearms at school board meetings and other public 
meetings. 

These are all feel-good laws that will do absolutely 
nothing about the record rates of homicide and other 
violent crimes being seen in our largest counties this year. 
Meanwhile, they refused to pass Republican legislation 
that would increase the penalty for stealing a gun – on top 
of failing to adequately support law enforcement. 

Senator 
John Braun
Representative  
Ed Orcutt
Representative  
Peter Abbarno

P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
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GET MORE INFORMATION, 
GET INVOLVED!
Citizen awareness and involvement is vital to our state’s 
legislative process. We work for you throughout the year, 
not just when the Legislature is in session. We invite and 
encourage you to contact our offices any time you have 
questions, comments, or suggestions about legislation, or 
need help navigating state government.

√ Visit our websites
√ Sign up for our email updates, email us, watch videos, 

listen to radio interviews, learn more about our bills and 
how we are working for you:

√ Sen. John Braun – SenatorJohnBraun.com
√ Rep. Ed Orcutt – RepresentativeEdOrcutt.com
√ Rep. Peter Abbarno – RepresentativePeterAbbarno.com
√ Learn more about the Legislature: leg.wa.gov
√ Call the Legislative Hotline: 1-800-562-6000
√ Senate Republicans: src.wastateleg.org
√ House Republicans: houserepublicans.wa.gov
√ Watch floor and committee action on TVW: TVW.org
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